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Sweden and the Treaty of Breda in 1667  
– Swedish diplomats help to end naval warfare  
between the Dutch Republic and England 
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The Peace Treaty of Breda ended the Second English-Dutch War in 
1667.1 This war began in 1665 and was fought at sea between England 

and the Dutch Republic. The Republic had Denmark and France as allies. 
The English had formed in 1665 an alliance with Sweden, but the country 
remained neutral in practice. Partly due to the good work of Swedish dip-
lomats, negotiations in the Dutch city of Breda led to an end of this mari-
time war.

In the four separate peace treaties that were drawn up at the Treaty of 
Breda on July 31 friendly words were written for Swedish king Charles 
XI and his diplomats.2 In view of the general prosperity and peace among 
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Christians, he had negotiated peace between three kingdoms (England, 
Denmark and France) and the Republic. The act did not state that the king 
was only 11 years old and under the supervision of a six-person regency 
council. So, in fact, it was not the king but the council that was responsible 
for the active role in the peace process. Eight years after the conclusion of 
treaty, Charles would officially be crowned king.

The Swedish government took the role of mediator seriously and would 
employ three top diplomats, who received support from two secretaries. 
These three diplomats were Baron Peter Julius Coyet (1618-1667), Count 
Christoff Delphicus zu Dohna (1628-1668) and Baron Göran Claesson 
Fleming (1628-1667). The main question to be addressed here is why 
Sweden sent and financed a top delegation to Breda. Moreover, were the 
targets met and what was Sweden’s contribution to the establishment of 
the Breda Peace Treaty?

Sweden and the Netherlands

The presence of Sweden in Breda must be seen in the context of the  
expansion policy in the Baltic Sea area. This expansion policy was a re-
sponse to earlier wars in the years 1563-1570 (Northern Seven Years’ 
War) and 1611-1613 (Kalmar War) with arch-enemy Denmark. This also 
involved the control of shipping traffic through the Sound. All ships that 
went through this passage had to pay tolls to the Danish Crown. In the  
period until 1660 Sweden conquered Danish territory at the east side of 
the Sound and the country acquired large areas around the Baltic Sea:  
present-day Estonia and Latvia and in northern Germany around Bremen 
and part of the Duchy of Pomerania. The result of this expansionist policy 
was that nearly all ports in the Baltic Sea were now controlled by Sweden.3

The Baltic grain trade was called in the Netherlands the ‘Mother of 
all trades’ because it brought so much wealth, especially to Amsterdam. 
Dutch ships transported every year 40.000 last of grain, mainly rye, to the 
Netherlands. This quantity of grain could feed 800.000 persons. From all 
goods transported to Amsterdam 40% came from the Baltic region. So this 
region was of vital interest for the Dutch economy.4
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1. Map with the territorial expansion of Sweden in the in the 17th century. 
Until 1667 the Dutch government had an alliance with the Kingdom of Den-
mark. (en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_Scandinavia#17th_century).
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The Dutch Republic harbored suspicions against this expansion of Swe-
den. Johan de Witt, the Pensionary of the States of Holland and the lead-
ing politician of the Republic, tried to avoid war in the Baltic.5 Open war 
between Denmark and Sweden was not in Holland’s interest because this 
hindered trade and there was a risk that one country would become domi-
nant. In practice the Republic usually supported Denmark against the 
power-hungry neighbor Sweden, which was at the time also trying to get 
the English and the French on its side. Sweden had already concluded sev-
eral alliances with England.

The Swedish troops began in January 1656 a siege of Danzig. This port 
city was important for the Dutch trade and the last major port city on the 
Baltic Sea, which fell outside the Swedish sphere of influence. Danzig was 
important for the Republic for the trade in grain. Of all rye from the Baltic 
region more than 70% was shipped from Danzig, for wheat that was 63%.6 
That is why the Netherlands sent ships and troops to the besieged city. The 
Swedish troops could do nothing but retreat and then the Elbing Treaty 
was concluded. In this treaty, Sweden, with some exceptions, promised not 
to demand a higher toll for Dutch ships than for their own ships. 7 Due to 
these exceptions, the town of Amsterdam protested against certain stipu-
lations that could give toll advantages to Swedish ships. Therefore, some 
stipulations in the Treaty were better described in the so-called ‘elucida-
tions’ on the Elbing Treaty.

When there was a war between Sweden and Denmark between 1657 
and 1660 and Copenhagen was invaded by Sweden, Johan de Witt sent 
a fleet to assist the Danish army. It was unacceptable for the Amsterdam 
trade on the Baltic Sea if Sweden would control both sides of the Sound. 
In October 1658 the Dutch fleet reached Copenhagen and ended the 
siege. In 1660 lasting peace was established between the two Scandina-
vian competitors after pressure from England, the Netherlands and France. 
France wanted support from Sweden in particular for its struggle against 
the Habsburg Empire. England and the Netherlands both wanted peace 
in the Baltic for their trade in grain, iron and wood. Only after the heavy 
defeat against the Republic, the Swedish king ratified the Elbing Treaty in 
1660, including the interpretations.8 Sweden felt these ‘elucidations’ to be 
unfair and difficult to maintain. Seven years later they succeeded in con-
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vincing the Republic to skip these interpretations and it was one of their 
reasons to be active in Breda.

In all these conflicts with Denmark, Sweden had maintained good  
diplomatic relations with England and France. During the Second Anglo-
Dutch War (1665-1667) Sweden sought to choose the side of England. 
However, a major financial donation from the French king Louis XIV con-
vinced the Scandinavian country to remain neutral.9 As an emerging mili-
tary and naval force, Sweden wanted to keep a stable alliance with Eng-
land and build a stable alliance with the Netherlands. In addition, the three 
countries had in common that they were hostile to the pope in Rome. 
Sweden was Lutheran, England was Anglican and in the Netherlands Cal-
vinists were in power.

Sweden thus had a strategic self-interest in the Treaty of Breda. The 
country wanted to loosen the Netherlands from their alliance with arch-
enemy Denmark and they could simultaneously ensure that Denmark did 
not collect too much in Breda at the expense of Sweden. They hoped to 
lay the foundation for the future alliance with England and the Nether-
lands. The peace that was established with Denmark in 1660 also made 
Sweden acceptable to all parties, even Denmark, as impartial mediator 
for the peace talks. Financially exhausted by the many wars, Sweden now 
embarked on a peace policy. The regency council that formed the govern-
ment of Sweden had formulated a strategy that focused on consolidating 
the conquered territory. They tried to obtain financial support from other 
countries in exchange for an alliance. The Netherlands were attractive to 
Sweden as a rich country.10

Sweden itself was economically important to the Republic as a supplier 
of tar, iron and copper. Metal was first exported in unprocessed form, but 
later the export of Swedish cannons began. The Dutch family Trip, work-
ing with Lodewijk de Geer, had an important role in this trade. De Geer 
would organize the production of cannons in Sweden itself in 1626 and 
make it an important export product.11

The close personal relationships between individuals in Sweden and the 
Netherlands were another important factor. These ties were based on trade 
and religion. In the sixteenth century Dutch Protestants fled to Sweden 
and found a safe haven, although pressure was exerted on them to con-
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vert to the Lutheran faith, an important prerequisite for high government 
functions. Most of the migrants from the Netherlands settled in Gothen-
burg. The city of Gothenburg had been the center of trade between Swe-
den and the Netherlands since 1619 and can be seen at that time as a 
Dutch colony. The city received a Dutch appearance in the seventeenth 
century through the building style of houses and the construction of ca-
nals including locks. The minutes of the City Council had for some time 
been in Dutch and three members of the municipal council came from the 
Netherlands.12

The personal ties between Sweden and the Dutch were also kept alive 
because many Swedes sent their children to the Republic for their educa-
tion. Especially the universities of Franeker and Leiden were popular for 
studying theology, law, mathematics or medicine. Leiden University built 
up a good name for itself and attracted an average of ten Swedish stu-
dents each year, with a peak of 25 new students in some years. At least 800 
Swedish students would study at Dutch universities in the seventeenth 
century.13 Two of the three Swedish diplomats active in Breda could speak 
Dutch when necessary.

In the seventeenth century Sweden began appointing ambassadors in 
the Netherlands, which was consistent with a European trend to give di-
plomacy a fixed base. The countries sent frequent envoys to each other, the 
deployment of people became more professional and there were also per-
manent ambassadors in other countries. 14 Due to the intensive economic 
relations with the Netherlands, Sweden had a permanent ambassador in 
the Republic early on. In the year 1607 the government in Stockholm ap-
pointed the Dutchman Jacob van Dijck as ambassador and he had to try 
to make an alliance between the two countries. After Van Dijck two other 
ambassadors followed, all of whom originated from the Netherlands.

All information indicates that the Netherlands and Sweden, despite the 
fact that they were sometimes involved in various other alliances, were 
linked by many personal, religious and economic ties.
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Naval power Sweden

From the beginning of the sixteenth century Sweden had a permanent 
army and navy. With the support of this army and navy the Vasa monarchy 
could pursue an expansionistic policy in the Baltic region. The navy was 
used to assist the army in conquering and securing Baltic countries. Swe-
den could afford a relatively big and expensive navy (60 warships) because 
the state had a well-organized fiscal administration. What also helped was 
the fact that the government had taken over all religious properties dur-
ing the reformation in the transformation to a Lutheran state. This church 
property generated a steady flow of income for the state.15

With their navy they could control the Baltic Sea, but the Swedish fleet 
was not in the position to defeat the Dutch or English navy. Sometimes, as 
in 1643-1645 during a war with Denmark, they hired extra Dutch war-
ships to strengthen their naval forces. However, the costs were so high that 
Sweden could not afford the extra costs for a long period. Because Swe-
den could not win battles at sea from the Dutch, they sought other ways. 
When they were at war with Denmark and its ally the Republic, the Swed-
ish government gave commissions to French and English privateers, partly 
operating from Dunkirk.16 When King Charles X Gustav died in 1660 the 
regency council had to bring down expenditure for the navy by 50%.17  

The Swedish state was then in serious financial problems caused by the 
expansionistic policy of the deceased king.

The regency council, tired of all the wars, sought strong allies. Some 
members of the regency council, led by Chancellor De La Gardie, were 
in favor of an alliance with France. But when the French did not give the 
promised financial support - in exchange for Swedish assistance against the 
Habsburg monarchy - other possible allies were discussed. In the regency 
council some members thought that England would be the best partner, 
but the English king requested a lot of concessions. In fact Sweden would 
then lose control of the Baltic Sea.18

So a third group in the regency council began to plead for an alliance 
with both England and the Netherlands. They hoped that the two coun-
tries would keep each other in balance. Furthermore, they were impor-
tant trading partners of Sweden. England and the Republic imported large 
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quantities of copper and iron. Especially England became more dependent 
on Swedish iron.19 Deforestation led to a lack of charcoal as fuel source; 
Sweden had a surplus of charcoal. In the year 1655 Sweden started diplo-
matic initiatives to win the friendship of both England and the Republic. A 
war between the two big naval powers was now certainly not in the inter-
ests of Sweden.

The Swedish mediators

The Westphalia Peace ended the 
Thirty Years’ War (1618-1648) 
and this was the first peace treaty 
that was negotiated by diplomats. 
After this treaty began a sequence 
of lengthy peace congresses end-
ing wars. Skilled and experienced 
diplomats were needed to do the 
complex negotiations. These peace 
congresses could have direct con-
sequences for countries that were 
not involved.20 Therefore it was a 
wise move of the Swedish govern-
ment to take the role of mediator 
during the peace talks in Breda. In 
this way they could follow and influ-
ence the discussions, even when they 
were not engaged directly in the war.

The Swedish diplomatic team in 
Breda consisted of two persons: Pe-
ter Julius Coyet and Göran Flem-
ing. In the spring of 1666 they were first sent to London by the Swedish 
Regency Council to convince the English king to secure an alliance with 
Sweden and the Netherlands.21

Swedish mediation in Breda arose from two direct causes. The failure 

Portrait painting of the Swedish  
diplomat Göran Fleming (1628–
1667). During the negotiations 
in Breda he was the leader of the 
Swedish mediation team. (National 
Museum Stockholm, NMGrh 205).
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to end the trade conflicts with the Republic was the first reason. In March 
and April 1666, Dutch delegate Isbrands tried in vain to negotiate such an 
agreement with Coyet and Fleming in Stockholm.22 The second reason for 
the mediation was in the Swedish-English defensive treaty, concluded in 
March 1665. According to this treaty, Sweden was obliged to help Eng-
land if England were to go to war with France and one other state. France 
declared war on January 26, 1666, with the Netherlands and Denmark as 
allies. According to the treaty, Sweden had now four months to undertake 
a mediation effort. In May of that year Sweden actually offered mediation 
to France. The French and Dutch reported to Stockholm that they would 
accept mediation on the condition that Sweden would behave neutrally 
and that they would not declare war on their ally Denmark.23 In July 1666, 
Sweden indeed declared that they would remain neutral during the war, 
but the country refused to terminate the treaty with England, at least not 
formally. The Republic therefore remained suspicious.

Göran Fleming received the role of leader of the Swedish delegation to 
the English king. Fleming was, like Coyet, a member of the nobility and 
had the title of ‘Friherre’ or Baron. He studied in Sweden at Uppsala Uni-
versity. As far as is known, he did not have any family or other ties with 
the Netherlands, although his name suggests a Flemish origin from some-
where in the family’s past.24 That Fleming could act as leader of the diplo- 
matic team in Breda was remarkable because he was ten years younger 
than Coyet and less experienced. He probably leaned on the authority 
and prestige of his father, who had been admiral and member of the royal 
council.25 The fact that his brothers held high positions in Sweden’s royal 
council would have helped too. In addition, his family had been a member 
of the nobility for centuries as opposed to Coyet, who had only recently 
been admitted to the nobility.

Coyet (also written Coijet or Cojet) fits well in a picture of a Calvinis-
tic immigrant family from Brabant, which fled to Sweden during the re-
ligious war with Spain. His father Gilles started his career as a goldsmith 
and later became royal coin master in his new country.26 Gilles received 
a son named Peter Julius in 1618 and he made sure that he followed a 
large part of his school education in the Netherlands. First he attended the 
Latin school in Amsterdam, after which he studied at Franeker University 
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in 1635 and two years later he 
started studying in Leiden. He 
completed his degree in 1639 
with a legal dissertation.27 After 
his studies, he remained in the 
Netherlands until 1643 to work 
in the chancery of stadtholder 
Frederick Henry, Prince of Or-
ange. So he studied and worked 
in the Netherlands for ten years. 
After returning to Sweden, he 
went to serve the king during 
various diplomatic missions. He 
served as Secretary of the Dip-
lomatic Mission in Moscow and 
between 1655 and 1656 he trave-
led to London to negotiate a trade 
treaty with England. Between 
November 1659 and Septem-
ber 1660 he resided as Sweden’s 
ambassador in The Hague.28 An 
extensive letter written by Coyet 
was published in which he ex-
plained the politics of his king. 
He emphasized in this letter that 
Sweden had always taken the in-
terests of the Republic in all war 
operations into account.29 He was 
well-reputed among his contem-
poraries because of his diplomatic talent. He was called a “second Salvius” 
after the great Swedish diplomat Johan Adler Salvius (1590-1652), who in 
1648 was active during the Westphalia Peace conference.

Coyet was a wealthy man and a book collector. He collected books in 
the fields of law, philosophy, politics, history and geography. His private 
library was considered to be Sweden’s foremost and became famous.30 He 

Coat of arms of Peter Julius Coyet 
(1618-1667) as given in Sweden in 
1649. The family came originally from 
the Duchy of Brabant in the Southern 
Netherlands. The lion points to this 
origin. Furthermore there is a crescent 
moon as reference to the history of the 
family as silversmiths. (de.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Peter_Julius_Coyet#/media/
File:Coyet_-_vapen_(Adelskalen-
dern_1913).
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was taken to the nobility in 1649, a necessary career step in Sweden.
Coyet married twice during his lifetime. The first time he married was 

in 1645 with Katarina Magdalena Leuhusen, the daughter of the mayor of 
Stockholm. This marriage lasted only two years. In 1649 he married again 
with Gertrud Hoghusen, daughter of a German-based wine trader. Togeth-
er with her he had seven children, bringing the total number of offspring 
to nine (for he had previously had two children with his deceased first 
wife).31 To provide for his growing family and to emphasize his status and 
prosperity Coyet bought the castle of Trolle Ljungby in 1662. This estate 
is located in the Swedish municipality of Kristianstad. This property would 
remain in the possession of the Coyet family until the year 1804.32

At the beginning of the year 1667, Peter Julius Coyet played an impor-
tant intermediary role in initiating the talks that led to the peace talks in 
Breda. As already explained, he was sent to England in the spring of the 
previous year, together with the diplomat Göran Fleming, to bring Eng-
land and the Netherlands together.33 In January the Pensionary of Holland, 
Johan de Witt, received a personal letter from Coyet.34 Coyet referred to 
their old friendship as students in Leiden but this should not be taken lit-
erally because only two years after the graduation of Coyet in Leiden, in 
1641, did De Witt start his own studies. In the letter Coyet tried to break 
the impasse surrounding the choice of location for the peace talks. He an-
nounced on behalf of the English King Charles II (1660-1685) that these 
negotiations could also take place at a neutral location outside the Span-
ish Netherlands. France namely did not want to speak to the English in 
the Southern Netherlands because of the hostile Habsburg Spanish rule. 
Johan de Witt took the letter seriously and started a consultation with his 
allies France and Denmark. There was even consultation with the Swedish 
envoy in The Hague, Harald Appelboom, about the content of the letter to 
the English king on this issue. Envoy Appelboom was another example of a 
Swede with Dutch influences: he had studied in Franeker and he had mar-
ried a Dutch wife.35 In the end, The Hague, which had been preference of 
the English king, was not selected as the location for the talks. It was to be 
Breda. A place that was also acceptable to France and the Netherlands.36 
The Hague was not acceptable for Johan de Witt, because he was afraid of 
the influence of the Orangist party in this city. The English king had strong 
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family ties with the Orange-
Nassau family and could then 
try to diminish the influence 
of the republican party in 
the Netherlands lead by De 
Witt.37

Apparently, the Swedish 
diplomats raised confidence in 
all parties because they were 
allowed to keep the role of 
mediator in the real peace ne-
gotiations. On March 6, 1667, 
the Swedish Government 
Council issued a letter of ap-
pointment for Fleming and 
Coyet.38 Fleming was named 
first and acquired the role of 
delegation leader. They were 
commissioned to put an end 
to the ongoing war between 
England and the Nether-
lands in the interests of public 
peace. The Swedish Queen 
Mother signed the deed as 
chairman of the regent coun-
cil, together with the other members of the board.

On May 20, 1667, the Swedish delegation arrived from London in Hel-
levoetsluis on the Haringvliet. So they traveled separately from the Eng-
lish delegation that landed in Flushing. Before leaving London, they had 
received valuable gifts from the English king during a public audience.39 
In spite of their hurry to travel to Breda, they waited another day in Hel-
levoetsluis so Christoff Delphicus zu Dohna could meet them.

Dohna had already been working in The Hague to improve the trade 
relations between Sweden and the Netherlands, where he was supported 
by envoy Appelboom. The negotiations were about current trade conflicts, 

Painting of the Swedish diplomat Christoff 
Delphicus zu Dohna (1628-1668). This 
Prussian Count worked for the Swedish 
government and after the death of Coyet 
he would join the Swedish mediation team 
in Breda. (Muzeum Warmii i Mazur w 
Olsztynie in Poland).
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but the main subject of the discussions was the conclusion of a friendship 
treaty between the two countries. This treaty was signed on July 28, 1667. 
It lasted for so long because the French diplomats in Breda tried to stir 
up distrust between Sweden and the Netherlands. The French negotiator 
Courtin claimed that he had heard from the Swedish negotiator Flem-
ing that Sweden was preparing to give military support to England. This 
support was the effect of their defensive covenant. The French tried, with 
these types of rumors, to divide the Republic and Sweden.40

The Prussian Count Zu Dohna had many ties with the Netherlands. 
He was born in Delft in 1628, hence his second name ‘Delphicus’. His 
mother was a Countess of the Solms family and her sister was Amalia van 
Solms, the mother of Willem II the Prince of Orange, who became stadt-
holder of the Netherlands in 1647. He grew up in close contact with his  
cousin, the future stadtholder. In 1645 he took office in the regiment of 
the Prince of Orange. Six years later, Zu Dohna went to Sweden where he 
became chamberlain of Queen Christina until her abdication of the throne 
in 1654.41 He remained in favor of her successor on the Swedish throne, 
Charles X Gustav, who appointed him field marshal.42 Zu Dohna was not 
added as a member to the Swedish delegation in Breda. This could have 
been due to the fact that Zu Dohna, as a military man, was not educated 
in Latin, an important language in international diplomacy.43 He returned 
to The Hague. Only later after the serious illness of Coyet, which began on 
June 8, 1667, was he called to join the mediation team in Breda.44

Zu Dohna seems to be the great director in the background for Swe-
den. Some of the Swedish government’s instructions for the diplomats 
have been preserved.45 The instruction reveals that he had already talked 
with Pensionary Johan De Witt in early 1667 about the need for peace  
between the Netherlands and England. For this purpose, Zu Dohna trave-
led to The Hague. In the instruction, Denmark is not named explicitly, but 
it is clear that the purpose of Sweden was to detach the Republic from ally 
Denmark. Furthermore, previous treaties for poorly-termed Sweden were 
to be amended. The instruction must have meant these previous treaties 
especially the Elbing Treaty, which was so humiliating for Sweden. So,  
diplomat Zu Dohna had the task of setting a course to deliver Sweden an 
alliance with the Republic and to keep the alliance with England.
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The report that contemporary chronicler Aitzema made of their trip 
did not mention other persons than Fleming and Coyet. However, from 
other sources it is known that two secretaries were member of their team. 
These two received, after the end of the peace talks, a golden chain from 
the Dutch States-General as a thank-you for their services.46 Furthermore, 
Coyet’s three sons probably traveled on board the ships as they are known 
to have been in Breda on June 15.47 This must have been: his 20-year-old 
son Willem Julius, his 12-year-old son Johan Fredrik and his 10-year-old 
Karl Fredrik.48 His eldest son would follow his father later in a diplomatic 
career.

From Hellevoetsluis the Swedish ambassadors travelled in a yacht of the 
States-General to Breda where there was a large court house prepared for 
them. In a carriage drawn by six horses they travelled to Breda Castle, the lo-
cation of peace negotiations. In front of this house they used a barn, provid-
ed by the Breda city council, to stall their horses and coaches.49 On May 24 
the Swedish delegation arrived in Breda and on June 4 negotiations began.

The Swedish role in the negotiations

On June 4 negotiations began at Breda Castle, where a whole floor was 
prepared for the talks. There was a large room in the center planned for 
the plenary meetings. Eventually, delegations decided not to convene all 
together in the large room, but to hold bilateral talks in separate rooms. 
This form of bilateral consultation was certainly in the interests of Eng-
land, because it avoided the danger of negotiating with a block of three 
countries. The English delegation had its own room next to the grand 
hall, the Swedish mediators got the large room as a working space and 
the rooms on the other side of the hall were for the allied countries: the  
Netherlands, France and Denmark. The Swedes, as mediators, accompa-
nied the English delegation to the room where consultation took place. 
The countries took place opposite each other with the Swedes between 
them on both sides of the table. When the atmosphere became less formal, 
the delegations started to negotiate standing and not sitting.50

At the start of the peace talks the Swedish delegation leader Fleming 
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gave a short speech for all the participants about the purpose of the nego-
tiations. The various ambassadors responded to this speech and committed 
their efforts to achieve peace. They also thanked the Swedish diplomats 
for the effort they had already made to start the negotiations and invited 
them to continue their mediation.51

Sweden could act as a mediator because the country had fulfilled the 
aforementioned condition that it would behave neutrally and would 
not conduct war with Denmark.52 However, the non-resigned defensive  

Engraving of the English diplomats travelling by boat from London to Breda in 
May 1667. In the same month the Swedish delegation travelled from London 
to Breda. (Rijksmuseum, RP-P-OB-79.261).
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covenant of Sweden with England would continue to cause distrust during 
the negotiations in Breda.

From the beginning, the English delegation followed a delay strategy for 
the negotiations. The English diplomats were instructed to drive a wedge 
between the Republic and France. There is no proof for secret negotia-
tions between England and France, but there were informal meetings in 
Breda between the two delegations that could arouse suspicion. Also the 
French followed a delay strategy, but not so strict as the English. During 
the negotiations the French king Louis XIV was busy with conquering ter-
ritory in the Southern Netherlands (War of Devolution) and he hoped to 
benefit from English-Dutch rivalry.53 The Swedish diplomats tried to dis-
turb the friendship between the Netherlands and France. During the peace 
talks Zu Dohna and Fleming informed Pensionary Johan de Witt that the 
French king had send an envoy to the English king. The French diplomat 
d’Estadres denied that there was something going on.54

On June 8 the peace talks also stagnated due to Coyet’s disease. Accord-
ing to the French ambassador d’Estrades, he had erysipelas (‘rosfeber’ in 
Swedish).55 Nowadays a cure with antibiotics is enough to cure the disease 
but this treatment was not yet available in the seventeenth century and 
Coyet passed away on Saturday, June 11 after a four-day sick bed. Even-
tually, his remains were buried in Storkykan, the cathedral of Stockholm 
located next to the royal palace.56 The Republic had organized and paid 
for the transport of the coffin to Sweden.57 His prestigious books and man-
uscripts collection would remain at Trolle Ljungby’s family castle and be 
further expanded by his son. After a subsequent war with the Danes, the 
collection was brought by the military as booty to Copenhagen.58

According to the French diplomat, Count d’Estrades, the death of Peter 
Julius Coyet was a big loss. He was the “soul” of the mediation team and a 
confidant of the Swedish king. D’Estrades estimated that if the real nego-
tiations would restart, the other Swedish diplomats (Fleming and Zu Doh-
na) would not have the knowledge and experience to adequately get all 
the arrangements on paper. The French negotiator d’Estrades complained 
at home that he had to draw up a lot of documents due to Sweden’s lack 
of language skills.59

Fleming remained the head of the Swedish diplomats. The function of 



70

Sweden as neutral presidents was already informally accepted by all par-
ties, but was not yet formalized. Therefore, on Saturday, June 25, Fleming 
made a solemn entry through the streets of Breda. The entry made a big 
impression on three Swedish students who studied in Leiden and who had 
traveled to Breda to see this parade.60

According to historian Römelingh, Swedish negotiator Zu Dohna had 
received an instruction from his government that the peace treaty be-
tween England and the Republic was not to be signed before all Swedish 
desires were accepted and laid down in the new friendship treaty. As al-
ready explained, the talks for this friendship treaty in The Hague between 
Sweden and the Netherlands were running parallel to the talks in Breda. 
That implies that the mediators had an interest in the English delay strat-
egy. Should the negotiations in Breda fail, Zu Dohna had the instruction 
for an alternative plan. This alternative was an alliance of Sweden with the 
English and the French.61

The negotiations, with all their pomp and glory, were a tourist attraction 
in the Netherlands. Visitors from all over the country travelled to Breda to 
admire the stylish gentlemen. The Swedish and English delegations rein-
forced this by offering food on the street and giving drink and cake to all 
their visitors. The French diplomats could not keep up with it and asked 
Paris for extra money.62 Status and little bluff were important factors in the 
political business, just as important as networks and knowledge.

After the trip to Chatham (19–24 June 1667) by Admiral De Ruyter 
and the destruction of a part of the English war fleet, negotiations be-
gan to accelerate. The English diplomats gave up their delay tactics and 
the Dutch delegation suddenly saw many demands being accepted by the 
English. The Swedish diplomats were told by the English that they were 
not prepared to continue the war solely for the Swedish interests. The 
friendship treaty between the Netherlands and Sweden soon came togeth-
er and was signed in The Hague on 28 July.

On the same day, the English negotiator Henry Coventry returned from 
consultation with his king about the final details. On Friday July 29, all 
negotiators met at the permanent meeting place in the Breda Castle. Un-
der the chairmanship of Göran Fleming, the delegates read all the docu-
ments again and the draft texts were finalized. On Friday, the texts could 
be printed and revisited on the 30th of July for the last time. On July 31, 
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the texts were all agreed upon and 
sent to the countries concerned for 
ratification.63

On August 24, 1667, the rati-
fications of the texts were com-
pleted and handed to the Swed-
ish Presidency. After a brief check, 
Sweden returned the ratifications 
to diplomats from different coun-
tries. Then all delegations met in 
the grand hall of the castle, which 
had also fulfilled the function of the 
working room for Sweden, where 
there were congratulations. Flem-
ing spoke shortly as chairman of the 
negotiations and asked that God’s 
blessing rest upon the secured 
peace. After that, the diplomats 
thanked the chairman for the great 
work and the great commitment to 
the establishment of the Treaty of 
Breda. Outside gunmen shot and, 
accompanied by the coachmen, the 
diplomats went in their carriages 
to their various accommodations 
in the city. To conclude the occa-
sion, there was a party in Breda 
for everyone with fireworks and 
wine coming from fountains in the 
streets.

Shortly after this day, Swedish diplomat Göran Fleming came down 
with serious fever. He died on September 7 in Breda and after his death 
the body was returned to Sweden by boat.64 There he got his last resting 
place in the family grave in Värmdö parish church. This town is 35 kilom-
eters from Stockholm. His coat of arms and the pulpit donated by him are 
still admired in this church.

Coat of arms of Göran Fleming in the 
church of Värmdö. Shortly after the 
ratification of the Treaty of Breda he 
became ill and died in this city. His 
was later buried in the family grave in 
Sweden. On his escutcheon is a war-
ship that refers to the family tradition 
of service in the Swedish navy. (Photo: 
Malin Öh, Värmdo).
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Conclusion

Sweden thus made a substantial contribution to the Treaty of Breda. To 
begin with, the country had a useful role in the preparation of the con-
ference. The Swedish diplomat Coyet caused the negotiations with the 
English to open in Breda. During the negotiations, Göran Fleming and 
Christoff Delphicus zu Dohna would have valuable roles as facilitators in 
the meetings. In practice, they mainly helped the English to make arrange-
ments during the bilateral negotiations in the Breda Castle and the English 
delay tactics were of interest to the Swedish diplomats. They tried to put 
pressure on the Dutch to sign a peace treaty with Sweden. At the end of 
the meeting, during the ratification ceremony, they were thanked in de-
tail for their efforts by all diplomats. On September 27, the States-General 
gave Zu Dohna and the heirs of Fleming a sum of 10,000 guilders each.

It must have pleased the Swedish delegation that arch-enemy Denmark 
had a bad negotiating result. The Orkney and Shetland islands were not re-
covered from England for example. So the position of Denmark was weak-
ened and that was in the interest of Sweden.65

Sweden continued to experience financial problems and still did not 
have its desired alliance with England and the Netherlands. A first step in 
this game of Sweden to secure this alliance was the friendship treaty be-
tween Sweden and the Republic, which was formed by the two countries 
on the 28th of July 1667. The second step was the mediation in Breda, 
which allowed the Swedish diplomats to ensure that England and the Re-
public ended their war at sea. The last step for Sweden was a real treaty 
with England and the Netherlands.

In January 1668, England wanted to make an alliance with the Neth-
erlands against the French expansion policy in the Southern Netherlands. 
For Pensionary Johan de Witt, it was an attractive offer by the English king 
because a trade and maritime tract would become part of the agreement. 
On January 23, the two countries concluded the agreement in The Hague. 
The English diplomat Temple also knew that the Swedish ambassador Zu 
Dohna, who was still living in the Netherlands, was interested in joining. In 
return for financial support, he could rely on him to give military support. 
Zu Dohna, on his own initiative, supported the treaty. The same month Zu 
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Dohna traveled to London to discuss 
the formal drafting of the treaty with 
the English government. On April 
25, he officially signed the treaty on 
behalf of his country and the finan-
cial details were recorded. Because 
there were three countries, the agree-
ment was called the Triple Alliance. 
The bill for the 480,000 national 
dollar subsidy for the Swedish mili-
tary support was given by England 
and the Netherlands to Spain. The 
Spanish king thus hoped to protect 
the Southern Netherlands against 
France.66 At the same time Sweden 
had cut off the ties between Den-
mark and the Netherlands. At first 
sight the Breda Peace gave the Scan-
dinavian country a nice return on the 
investment. However, Dohna did not 
yet know that Spanish money would 
not come to Sweden and that the Tri-
ple Alliance would not last for more 
than four years.

On May 31, 1668, Zu Dohna died 
in London as the last survivor of the 
diplomatic trio. This meant that within two years all three of the Swedish 
diplomats involved in Breda’s Peace had died. The remains of Zu Dohna 
would also be transferred to Sweden. 67 He was buried there in the same 
church as Coyet: the Storkykan Cathedral in Stockholm. In 1674 he was 
reburied in Uppsala Cathedral. In this church his grave monument, de-
signed and built by the Antwerp sculptor Pieter Verbrugghen, is still ad-
mired.68 On the monument, his widow added a grave text which included 
his role in the establishment of the Triple Alliance. It confirms that, for 
Sweden, the Treaty of Breda was instrumental in Sweden’s alliance with 
England and the Netherlands.69

Burial monument for Count Chris-
toff Delphicus zu Dohna. Zu Dohna 
died in London 1668 and was bu-
ried in Stockholm. Six years later he 
was reburied in Uppsala Cathedral. 
(Photo: Stiftelsen Upplandsmuseet 
Uppsala).
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